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From The President

As you read this in mid 2011, we know you are fully engaged in aquatic plant
management activities. The Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Foundation is also
hard at work on your behalf. The AERF is a great organization that has the
stated objective of supporting research that benefits aquatic plant managers.
This has always been our top priority, and is outlined in our Mission Statement
as you can see on Page 5.

But the AERF does much more beyond supporting research. Just to give an example of how
hard the AERF is working for you, all one has to do is look at the minutes of our recent Board of
Directors meeting. In this meeting we discussed and made decisions on a wide variety of
issues, including NPDES, supporting invasive species symposia, the role of social networking in
aquatics, and US ARMY Corps Aquatic Plant Control Research Program funding. You will see
how active this organization is on these items and more in an informative 15" anniversary
publication coming soon.

In addition, the AERF continues to support graduate level training in universities and you can
see the success of these programs by looking around the industry. We absolutely have to
continue this training to ensure a ready supply of people with the knowledge and credibility the
industry deserves to move forward with issues facing us.

Speaking of research, are you aware that the AERF has a Technical Advisory Committee? The
TAC is led by Dr. Kurt Getsinger and is supported by researchers from several universities
prominent in aquatic plant control research. The AERF frequently calls on this team of experts
when faced with tough questions from the aquatic plant control community.

Everyone always hears that ‘change is the only constant’. This really fits the aquatic plant
management community, whether it’s on (or under) water, or in the courts, or in EPA. Iwould
encourage everyone to become active in our market. One direct way you can do that is by
joining this very active organization called the Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Foundation.

Michael S. Riffle, Ph.D.

Call To Action!

The Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Foundation blasts off into the Social Media
world! We now have a Facebook page dedicated to Aquatic Plant Management.
The objective of the site is to provide content concerning aquatic plant
management that the community finds useful and to provide a ‘one stop shop’ for
discussions on aquatic plant management. Our target audience is anyone involved in aquatic
plant management, including aquatic applicators, regulators, and state agencies as well as
outdoors enthusiasts including fisherman, hunters, duck hunters, lake property owners, HOA’s,
etc. Asyou may know, Facebook provides a dynamic interactive way to learn about nearly
anything. In this case, this site will function as an interactive discussion board on anything about
aquatic plant management. We're just getting started on this project. Please come join us!
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Aquatic-Ecosystem-Restoration-Foundation/112961218773688
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BUDGET CUTS WOULD ELIMINATE THE NATION'S ONLY
FEDERAL RESEARCH PROGRAM FOR AQUATIC WEED CONTROL

The US Army Corps of Engineers Aquatic Plant Control Research Program (APCRP) is the Nation'’s
only federally authorized research program directed to develop technology for the management
of invasive aquatic plant species. With its origins arising in the River and Harbor Act of 1958,
APCRP was officially established in 1973 at the US Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Station
in Vicksburg, MS. Since then, the program has provided research and technology development in
the areas of chemical, biological, mechanical and integrated control strategies, as well as
ecological studies.

The first budget blow to the program occurred in 1995, when its funding was cut by 65%. This was
one of the landmark events leading to the establishment of the AERF in 1996, which established a
Cooperative Research and Development Agreement (CRDA) with the program. This agreement
allowed the private sector to fund research conducted by the APCRP scientists. Since that time,
the program has been funded at approximately 50% of its previous peak budget level,
supplemented by projects conducted through the AERF CRDA and other sponsors. It’s during this
period of partnership between APCRP and AERF that we have seen the surge in new products and
technologies for the control of aquatic weed species.

Now this program faces complete elimination from the 2012 budget. This action has led to an
outcry in the weed science community and letters have been sent to the Assistant Secretary of the
Army for Civil Works from the Weed Science Society of America and its regional chapters, The
Aquatic Plant Management Society and its regional chapters, as well as the AERF, urging
restoration of the program’s funding at $4 million for FY 2012 (1 October 2011).

In part, the letter from AERF says:

Through the AERF/APCRP collaboration, a strong relationship has finally been
established between the US Environmental Protection Agency, the Corps, and other
Federal agencies for registering new environmentally compatible products — essentially
doubling those available for aquatic use since 2002. This revolutionary process has
occurred while simultaneously refining and streamlining the registration process utilizing
a peer-reviewed science-based approach. Leveraging APCPR and AERF resources is a
key to maintaining this meaningful and critical interaction with the regulatory community.
More products are under development, but those may be lost to managers if the CRADA
partnership is dissolved due to lack of Corps funding.

Clearly the APCRP is of vital importance to the maintenance of water resources,
transportation infrastructure, environmental sustainability, and National security.
Unfortunately, with an unbudgeted APCRP and the loss of leveraging capabilities that this
Corps program provides, our important cooperative work will be greatly diminished and
the Nation’s water resources will suffer for it.

Without this program there will be no National R&D effort for aquatic plant control. If you wish to
lend your support to the restoration of the APCRP budget in FY 12, we have provided
Congressional subcommittee contact information on the next page.

David G. Petty

K NDR Research /
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Contact Information

House Appropriations subcommittee on Energy and Water Development

Name

Frelinghuysen, Rodney P.

Lewis, Jerry

Simpson, Michael K.

Rehberg, Dennis R.
Alexander, Rodney
Womack, Steve

Nunnelee, Patrick Alan

Rogers, Harold

Visclosky, Peter J.
Pastor, Ed

Fattah, Chaka
Olver, John W.

State Party Phone

NJ

CA
ID

MT
LA
AR
MS
KY

IN
AZ
PA
MA

R
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202-225-5034
202-225-5861
202-225-5531
202-225-3211
202-225-8490
202-225-4301
202-225-4306
202-225-4601

202-225-2461
202-225-4065
202-225-4001
202-225-5335

* all addresses Washington, DC 20515

Fax
202-225-3186

202-225-6498
202-225-8216
202-225-568T
202-225-5639
202-225-5639
202-225-3549
202-225-0940

202-225-2493
202-225-1655
202-225-5392
202-226-1224

Address¥*

2369 Rayburn House Office Bldg
2112 Rayburn House Office Bldg
2312 Rayburn House Office Bldg
2448 Rayburn House Office Bldg
316 Cannon House Office Bldg
1508 Longworth House Office Bldg
1432 Longworth House Office Bldg
2406 Rayburn House Office Bldg

2256 Rayburn House Office Bldg
2465 Rayburn House Office Bldg
2301 Rayburn House Office Bldg
1111 Longworth House Office Bldg

Senate Appropriations subcommittee on Energy and Water Development

Name

Feinstein, Dianne
Murray, Patty
Johnson, Tim P.
Landrieu, Mary L.
Reed, Jack
Lautenberg, Frank
Harkin, Tom
Tester, Jon
Durbin, Richard J.
Inouye, Daniel K.

Alexander, Lamar
Cochran, Thad
McConnell, Mitch

Hutchison, Kay Bailey

Shelby, Richard C.
Collins, Susan M.

Murkowski, Lisa

Graham, Lindsey O.

State Party Phone

CA D 202- 224-3841
WA D 202- 224-2621
SD D 202- 224-5842
LA D 202- 224-5824
RI D 202- 224-4642
NJ D 202- 224-3224
IA D 202- 224-3254
MT D 202- 224-2644
IL D 202- 224-2152
HI D 202- 224-3934
™ R 202- 224-4944
MS R 202- 224-5054
KY R 202- 224-2541
X R 202- 224-5922
AL R 202- 224-5744
ME R 202- 224-2523
AK R 202- 224-6665
SC R 202- 224-5972

* all addresses Washington, DC 20510

Fax

202-228-3954
202-224-0238
202-228-5765
202-224-9735
202-224-4680
202-228-4054
202-224-9369
202-224-8594
202-228-0400
202-224-6741

202-228-3398
202-224-9450
202-224-2499
202-224-0716
202-224-3416
202-224-2693
202-224-5301
202-224-3808

Address*

331 Hart Senate Office Bldg
448 Russell Senate Office Bldg
136 Hart Senate Office Bldg
431 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg
728 Hart Senate Office Bldg
324 Hart Senate Office Bldg
731 Hart Senate Office Bldg
724 Hart Senate Office Bldg
711 Hart Senate Office Bldg
722 Hart Senate Office Bldg

455 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg
113 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg
317 Russell Senate Office Bldg
284 Russell Senate Office Bldg
304 Russell Senate Office Bldg
413 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg
709 Hart Senate Office Bldg
290 Russell Senate Office Bldg




NPDES Update

The National Pollution
Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES), thanks to a decision
by the U.S. Sixth Circuit Court
of Appeals, applies to the
application of pesticides in,
over and near waters of the
United States (US). The past
couple of years have revealed
just how the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)
intends to implement this
court-ordered process. EPA
retains jurisdiction over
NPDES permitting in Alaska,
Idaho, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, the District of
Columbia, Indian Country,
U.S. Territories, and federal
reservations and installations.
The remainder of the states
have been delegated the
authority to issue NPDES
permits and have developed
their own programs.
Originally scheduled for
implementation on April 9™,
the EPA requested and was
granted an additional stay by
the 6" Circuit Court of
Appeals to last until October
21, 2010. Even though the
federal program has been put
on hold, several states had to
proceed with implementation
because of their own state
procedures.

It’s important to keep track of
the federal program because
it drives what the states will
ultimately do. Several things
have occurred since March 1°
that warrant your attention.

The National Marine Fisheries

kServices provided EPA with a

draft Biological Opinion
indicating the proposed EPA
NPDES permitting program
had not adequately
considered the potential
jeopardy to endangered
species and/or their habitat.
EPA has to resolve this issue
before proceeding and the
draft opinion was part of the
justification for the request for
the stay.

On Apiril 1* the EPA published
its final draft of the permit.
The final permit will be issued
later this summer.

The U.S. House of
Representatives passed The
Reducing Regulatory Burdens
Bill 0f 2011 (H.R.872). Co-
sponsored by over 75
Representatives, the bill
passed by a vote of 292 - 130.
This Bill, should it become
law, would amend both the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide
and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)
and the Clean Water Act and
remove the requirement for
NPDES permits for aquatic
applications of pesticides and
would reinstate FIFRA as the
sole federal law authorized to
regulate pesticides.

Watch your email for
“Calls to Action” sent
out by AERF on
behalf of RISE. These
messages contain
important updates on
issues that impact
you directly.
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A Senate Bill was introduced in
the Senate Agriculture
Committee; but, at the urging
of the Republican members of
the committee, Chairman
Debbie Stabenow, D
Michigan, has indicated that
the Committee will pass House
Bill No. 872 through to the full
Senate for a vote.

The Aquatic Ecosystem
Restoration Foundation (AERF)
and Responsible Industry for a
Sound Environment (RISE) has
once again sent out a “Call for
Action” wherein you, your
family, relatives, neighbors,
colleagues, employees,
friends and enemies can make
your wishes known to the
Senate. This bill needs to be
passed and sent to the
President for signature. With
a Democrat majority and
mounting pressure against the
bill from environmental
activists, this will be an uphill
battle that will require the
involvement of everyone
involved in the world of
responsible aquatic plant
management. Please be
ready to help us out in this
monumental task.

Thank you all for your
continued support of the AERF
through your membership and
donations.

Carlton R. Layne
Executive Director.
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Carlton Layne, Executive Director
3272 Sherman Ridge Dr.
Marietta, GA 30064

Phone: 678-773-1364
Fax: 770-499-0158
E-mail: clayne@adquatics.org

WWW.AQUATICS.ORG
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The Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Foundation supports research
and development that provides strategies and techniques for the
environmentally sound management, conservation, and restoration

The AERF Mission

of aquatic ecosystems. Our research provides the basis for the
effective control of nuisance and invasive aquatic and wetland

plants and algae.

Strategic Goals

e Provide the public information concerning the benefits and

value of conserving aquatic ecosystems including the aquatic
use of herbicides and algaecides in the aquatic environment.

e Provide information and resources to assist regulatory agencies
and other entities making decisions that impact aquatic plant

management.

e Fund research in applied aquatic plant management at major

Sponsorship

The AERF respectfully requests
that you consider sponsorship.
AERF will continue to work on your
behalf, and as a member, you will
greatly benefit from our work on
regulatory and research aspects of
aquatic plant management. With
changes in the regulatory
environment now and in the future,
it is essential to be involved and to
support all the hard work of your
AERF associates.

Please contact Carlton Layne for
information on how you can best
participate.

universities.
Upcoming Meetings

Jul 24-21 APMS 51st Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD
Aug 17-19 SCAPMS, Clemson, SC
Oct 10-13 FAPMS, St. Augustine, FL
Oct 26-28 NALMS, Spokane, WA
Oct 24-217 TAPMS, Bandera, TX
Jan 17-19, 2012 NEAPMS, New Castle, NH
Feb 6-9, 2012 WSSA, Big Island, HI

Feb 26-29, 2012

MAPMS, Milwaukee, WI

2011 Officers and Directors

N

President
Executive Director
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer

Directors

Technical Advisory Chair

Mike Riffle, Valent USA

Carlton Layne

Gerald Adrian, United Phosphorus

Joel Fruendt, Clarke

Richard Hinterman, Cygnet Enterprises
Brad Howell, Applied Biochemists

John Jachetta, Dow AgroSciences

Craig Smith, Phoenix Environmental Care
Bill Culpepper, SePRO

Dan Steltz, Syngenta

Kurt Getsinger, USAE
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